
Taking Classes at Moraine Next Semester? 
A Step-by-Step Guide to Getting Started for the Class of 2020  

 

Step One: Complete the FAFSA  
If you haven’t already and plan to use financial aid money to help pay for classes at Moraine, be sure to complete the 
FAFSA as soon as you can.  
❏ Complete the FAFSA (the Free Application for Federal Student Aid) at www.fafsa.gov. The FAFSA opens on 

October 1st of each year and needs to be filled out each year while a student is in college.  
❏ On the FAFSA, you’ll be asked to list a code for each school you’re applying to. Moraine’s school code for the 

FAFSA is 007692. Listing this code will ensure that your financial aid information gets to Moraine Valley.  
 

Step Two: Fill Out Moraine’s Admissions Application 
Complete this step in April of your senior year.  
❏ Complete the admissions application at www.morainevalley.edu/apply. 
❏ Access your MVConnect student portal. Once you’ve completed your application, Moraine will create a 

username and password for you to access MVConnect. You’ll be able to use this portal to search for classes, 
plan your degree program, see payment information, and much more.  

 
Step Three: Placement Test Exemptions and Placement Testing 
Moraine’s placement tests determine your readiness for college-level work in English, math, and some other courses. 
Plan to complete this step in April or May of your senior year.  
❏ Placement Testing Exemptions: There are three ways to get an exemption from all or part of Moraine’s 

placement testing 
- Having a 3.0 unweighted GPA on your final high school transcript. (In order to be placed into 

college-level math, students must have successfully completed a 4th year of high school math.)  OR 
- Earning a 480 or above on the SAT English and/or a 520 or above on the SAT Math OR 
- Earning a 20 or better on the English and/or math sections of the ACT. 

 

Please note that meeting some of the above testing requirements (for example, having a 480 on the SAT  
English but not a 520 in math) will mean that you’ll need to take a portion of Moraine’s placement test.  
 

❏ Placement Testing: As of this writing, Moraine’s placement testing office (like all Moraine office’s) is 
currently closed. Most students who don’t meet one of the above exemptions will likely take their 
placement testing in May or June. Math placement testing can be done remotely, however - contact 
Moraine’s testing services office at 708-974-5309 or testingservices@morainevalley.edu for information.  

 
Step Four: Prepare for Orientation and Registering for Classes 
Begin to complete this step in April or May of senior year. In a typical year, you’d want to be registered for classes by 
graduation or shortly thereafter; this year we’d suggest getting orientation and registration done by the end of June.  
❏ There are two parts two orientation at Moraine - online and in person. Once you’ve completed Moraine’s 

application and accessed their student portal, you can complete the online part of orientation.  
 

Go to https://www.morainevalley.edu/student-success/orientation/ and click under New Student 
Orientation. You’ll need to have your Moraine student username and password from Step Two to complete 
this portion.  
 

❏ After completing the online orientation (and testing, if needed), students can use their MVCC student email 
to contact the New Student Orientation Office to request a date to meet with an academic advisor when the 
college reopens. Your advisor will help you select the right classes for the fall.  
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Step Four: Prepare for Orientation and Registering for Classes (continued) 
Below is some information that may help you prior to your orientation on campus. On Moraine’s website, go to the 
‘Academics’ tab, then ‘Search for Classes’ to see when different courses are offered.  
 

- How Do College Credits Work?: College classes are typically assigned credits based on the number of 
hours they meet per week. Most classes will be either 3, 4, or 5 credit hours. Students who attend 
college full-time can expect to take about 15 credit hours per semester. Most associate’s degrees (what 
you would earn from Moraine) are 60 hours in length, something that would take you four semesters or 
two years. Similarly, a 4-year bachelor’s degree is about 120 credit hours in total.  

 

- How Do I Register for Classes in College?: You’ll register for your first semester freshman year classes 
in-person at Moraine, likely at the beginning of the summer. After that, you’ll use an online system to 
register for classes in future semesters. Students who plan to attend college full-time will typically take 
4-5 classes per semester. For students starting at Moraine in the fall of 2020, be careful if you decide to 
take more than 15 credits per semester or five classes - most college classes are simply more time 
consuming than high school classes. 

 

- How Do College Degrees Work?: Not sure about the differences between the different college degrees? 
Don’t worry - we weren’t either at your age. Here’s a quick primer: associate’s degrees are typically 
earned from a community college like Moraine and will typically take a full-time student two years to 
complete. Bachelor’s degrees are four-year college degrees and will typically take a student an 
additional two years beyond an associate’s degree. Finally, graduate or professional degrees are 
something you’d earn with schooling beyond that first four-year degree and can take anywhere from an 
additional 2-4+ years.  

 

Step Five: Final Transcripts 
Moraine will want your final high school transcript upon completion of this (second) semester. Your final transcript is 
something we send to them directly; here’s how it happens: 
❏ In May, seniors will receive a senior checkout sheet that they’ll take around to all of their teachers (as well 

as a couple of other places in the building) for signature. Part of this senior checkout sheet includes listing 
where you want your final transcript to go. You’ll write in Moraine and return this form to your counselor 
on the last day of school.  

 

Contact Information 
Below is information for several of Moraine’s offices that can assist you - please note that all offices are accessible via 
email and/or phone Monday-Friday, 8am - 5pm during the school closures.  
 

Center for Disability Services: disability.services@morainevalley.edu 
Financial Aid:  (708) 974-5726 or financialaid@morainevalley.edu 
New Student Orientation: orientation@morainevalley.edu 
Records (Transcripts): (708) 974-5730 or transcripts@morainevalley.edu 
Registration: (708) 974-2110 or registration@morainevalley.edu. (District 230 students can also contact 
admissions counselor Peg Heenan directly at heenanm6@morainevalley.edu)  
Testing; (708) 974-5309 or testingservices@morainevalley.edu  
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